
McLEOD COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MEETING MINUTES – AUGUST 18, 2009 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The recessed meeting of the McLeod County Board of Commissioners was called to order at 
9:00 a.m. by Chairperson Kermit Terlinden in the County Board Room.  Commissioners Bayerl, 
Nies, Terlinden, Wangerin, and Wright were present.  County Attorney Michael Junge, County 
Administrator Patrick Melvin and Administrative Assistant Bonnie Richter were also present. 
  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
At the request of the Board Chair, all present recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA ITEMS  
 
 County Auditor Cindy Schultz added a request to set a date for a public hearing for ditch 

levies.  
 County Administrator Patrick Melvin added a request to allocate additional money for the 

Solid Waste heating and lighting project that was approved at the August 4, 2009, meeting. 
 
Wangerin/Bayerl motion carried unanimously to approve the agenda as revised. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Approval of August 4, 2009, County Board Meeting Minutes and Synopsis. 
 Approval of July 31, 2009, Auditor’s Warrants. 
 Approval of August 7, 2009, Auditor's Warrants. 
 Approval of Confession of Judgment for Goldie and Sherwood Dummer on Property I.D. No. 

01.029.0100 in Acoma Township for $23,417 payable for years 2003 to 2008. 
 Approval to renew an annual grant agreement between McLeod County and the Minnesota 

Department of Public Safety (State), Homeland Security and Emergency Management 
Division for $21,730 with a match from McLeod County for $21,730 effective January 1, 
2009 to December 31, 2009. 

 
Bayerl/Nies motion carried unanimously to approve the consent agenda. 
 
COUNTY AUDITOR 
 
 County Auditor Cindy Schultz asked the Board if they would like to discontinue receiving 

the Auditor’s warrants by hard copy now that the Board is receiving them by E-mail. The 
Commissioners asked that they receive hard copies through September 22, 2009, and bring it 
back to the Board for a final decision.  The Board would like Cindy to provide one hard copy 
at each Board meeting for signatures. 
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PAYMENT OF BILLS - COMMISSIONER WARRANT LIST  
 

General Revenue $74,562.51  
Road and Bridge $27,324.83 
Solid Waste $20,729.68 
Supporting Hands Nurse Family Practitioner $99.75 

 
Nies/Wright motion carried unanimously to approve payment of bills totaling $122,716.77 
from the aforementioned funds.  Commissioner Nies will follow-up with further discussion 
with Solid Waste staff about trailer rental.  
 
ROAD AND BRIDGE  
 
Engineer John Brunkhorst met on Road and Bridge business. 
 
 Wright/Nies motion carried unanimously to approve Work Order 2 to Mathiowetz 

Construction of Sleepy Eye, MN for an increase of $4,084.95, for minor ditch changes 
that need to be made on SP 43-715-03, reconstruction project southwest of Hutchinson 
on CSAH 15.  

 
 Wangerin/Bayerl motion carried unanimously to approve Change Order 5 for a 

decrease of $1,203 to Mathiowetz Construction of Sleepy Eye, MN for changes to the 
bituminous mix design.    

 
 Bayerl/Terlinden motion carried unanimously to approve final acceptance of SAP 43-

599-30, bridge construction on Babcock Avenue in Bergen Township.  All of the work 
has been completed and the erosion that can be seen at the sight was caused by some work 
that the County performed.  
 

 Wangerin/Terlinden motion carried unanimously to set a letting date of September 21, 
2009, at 1 p.m. for SAP 43-599-33, box culvert construction project in Helen Township.  

 
  
 Terlinden/Nies motion carried unanimously to approve purchase a Kubota RTV from 

Arnolds of Glencoe, MN for $11,275 plus applicable tax and a steel trailer from L&P 
Supply Co. of Hutchinson, MN for $1,850 from the capital budget. Jungclaus 
Motorsports of Glencoe, MN quoted $11,301.38 plus applicable tax for a similar 
Kawasaki unit.  A similar aluminum trailer from L & P Supply Co. was $3,300. 

 
County Engineer Brunkhorst reported that purchasing this recreational transportation vehicle 
(RTV) would replace driving trucks back and forth at greater expense.  He also mentioned 
that perhaps the Highway Department could use this RTV to assist with some of the 
County’s ditch spraying.  These costs will be paid for out of Capital Projects Account.  
Brunkhorst inquired with the City of Hutchinson and MNDOT to explore the possibility of 
sharing a trailer and learned that neither entity had such a trailer. 
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 Wright/Bayerl motion carried unanimously to approve the sale of used rural addressing 
posts to the general public for $1 per post.   

 
Engineer Brunkhorst asked County Attorney Michael Junge, if the County could sell the 
posts if they are not on the fee schedule.  Mr. Junge said, yes, since it is under $15,000, the 
County can sell them anytime they want to.   The Board discussed calls they are getting 
regarding the placement of rural address signs.  Since some will need to be moved due to 
farm machinery access, they should contact Christy Christensen at the Highway Department.   

 
MID-WEST MEDICAL EXAMINER 
 
County Coroner Dr. Janis Amatuzio, Mid-West Medical Examiner Administrator, Gary Alberts, 
and Quinn Strobel met and presented the Medical Examiner’s 2008 Annual Report. 
 
She reported that 114 deaths were investigated in 2008, up slightly from 109 deaths in 2007.  She 
explained that the number of deaths grew with the increased population.  Of the investigated 
deaths, 43 (38 percent) required scene investigations and 17 required postmortem examinations. 
 
Of the 99 deaths classified as “natural,” 14 were in hospice care.  There were no deaths attributed 
to sudden infant death syndrome.   
 
Two persons died as a result of motor vehicle crashes.  Two men who were both drivers, one 
driving an all-terrain vehicle that collided with another all-terrain vehicle and the other a car that 
rear-ended a stopped van.  Alcohol was not involved in either crash and both fatalities occurred 
on a Saturday.  The car accident was due to inattention because of multi-tasking while driving.  
There is an increase of accidents due to inattention because of the use of cell phones and text 
messaging.  She reported that most accidents happen on Saturdays. 
 
There were four non-motor vehicle accidental deaths; three elderly women died from medical 
consequences of immobility from a fall resulting in a fracture.  One 38 year-old man was 
strapping a load onto a semi-truck when the racking apparently collapsed falling on top of him. 
 
Five men committed suicide.  Two died of carbon monoxide poisoning and three died from self-
inflicted gunshot wounds to the head.  The average age was 44; alcohol was involved in two of 
these cases. 
 
The suicide rate is troubling because system-wide there has been an increase.  Determining if a 
death is a result of suicide is not always clear and the examiner looks for notes left behind, 
indication that the individual lost a job, a car, or a significant other.  Some of the deaths seem to 
be a result of our economy such as a foreclosed home.  The male suicide rate compared to 
females is ten to one with men using more deadly means such as guns.  Women tend to use 
carbon monoxide poisoning or drugs more often than guns.  Carbon monoxide from vehicles has 
become less effective because our vehicles have higher pollution controls so women may not be 
as successful in committing suicide and that may affect the suicide rate comparison between men 
and women.  Marital status increases the suicide rate for men.  There are more suicides on 
Mondays or Tuesdays. 
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Two manners of death were classified as “undetermined.”  One was a 53-year old woman who 
died of codeine toxicity.  The other was a six-year old boy with multiple medical problems 
including a seizure disorder, where, after complete examination and investigation, no specific 
anatomic or toxicological cause of death could be indentified. 
 
Mr. Alberts reported that Midwest Medical has contracts with eight counties at this time and has 
four to five contracts with referral counties.  He is also putting together proposals for several 
other counties and hopes to have a total of 17 counties contracting soon. 
 
Ms. Amatuzio said the McLeod County Death Investigators are doing well.  They were trained 
here at McLeod County and Sheriff Scott Rehmann has been an asset and very supportive.  The 
investigators come from fields that have either a medical or law enforcement background and 
have a good knowledge of life.  She said that Dr. Strobel is on call 24 hours/7 days a week. 
  
Ms. Amatuzio will be retiring the end of January 2010 and Ms. Strobel will replace her at 
Midwest Medical Examiners Office.  Midwest Medical Examiner’s Office will still have three 
board certified physicians. 
 
Three out of four deaths by the elderly result from falls and fractured bones.  She stressed that it 
is important to keep physically active and for women to take calcium supplements and men to 
take calcium citrate supplements. 
 
Our local funeral home transports bodies from McLeod County to the Midwest Medical 
Examiner’s Office in Anoka, MN.  The County pays to bring the body in and the family pays to 
bring it back.   
 
County Attorney Michael Junge praised Janus Amatuzio’s performance as County coroner and 
on the stand as an expert. 
 
Kevin Johnson of the Glencoe Enterprise asked if examiners are required to be trained in 
psychology.  Ms. Amatuzio said, no, but they are trained by psychologists.   
 
Commissioner Bayerl asked how fast the turnaround time is for DNA tests.  Ms. Amatuzio said it 
is sometimes nine months but can be done in a couple of days if needed. 
 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATION 
 
The Commissioners Calendar was reviewed.  Commissioners reported on committee meetings 
attended since August 4, 2009. 
 
 Mr. Melvin reviewed discussion at a group that met yesterday regarding Manatron tax 

system.  There are several departments who have concerns about the product and the 
seemingly insufficient training that was provided.   He explained that the County has already 
invested money into this project and staff contends they have not received what they were 
told they would.  Manatron staff have moved on to other Counties that are scheduled to go 
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The cost would be over $50,000 to extend the County’s contract with the existing system, 
Affiliated Computer Services of Waite Park, MN (ACS system) until April 30, 2010.   
 
Wangerin/Bayerl motion carried unanimously to approve extending the ACS contract 
to April 30, 2010.  
 
Commissioner Wangerin suggested writing a letter to Minnesota Counties Computer 
Consortium (MCCC) directing that they defer payment to Manatron until these issues are 
resolved.  Ms. Schultz said this product was not ready to be released and other counties are 
experiencing the same problems.  County Administrator Pat Melvin was asked to write this 
letter with the assistance of County attorney Mike Junge.  Commissioner Wangerin asked 
who the contact person at Manatron would be.  Truth in Taxation notices, calculation of 
taxes, capacity values and property values could be negatively affected if the software is not 
working accurately.  Ms. Schultz said the County could extend its contract with ACS through 
2011 for additional costs. 
 
Nies/Wright motion carried unanimously to authorize County Attorney Michael Junge 
and County Administrator Patrick Melvin to draft a letter sharing staffs concerns and 
requesting assistance.  Commissioners suggested that the letter be signed by the Board 
Chair and would like to review the letter before it is sent.   

 
 Mr. Melvin reported that the Staffing Request Review Committee including Commissioners 

Ray Bayerl and Paul Wright and himself met on August 11, 2009. 
 

The Committee discussed bringing in a mechanic to maintain County vehicles.  Members of 
the Committee will be checking with Trailblazers Transit to determine how many hours of 
mechanic work might be required for their fleet.  Commissioner Nies inquired about space in 
which to house a working mechanic.  This issue will be addressed with Trailblazers Transit 
in hopes that perhaps some space at the new facility can be used.  Commissioner Bayerl said 
sharing the mechanic and having him/her move from building to building should be 
discussed.  Commissioner Nies commented that the County may be spending more than 
necessary on maintenance.   
 
Social Services requested hiring two financial workers.  Several other positions including the 
Case Aid and Child Support Officer (CSO) are vacant and could be eliminated if allowed to 
fill these two financial worker positions.  This move could be viewed as a reorganization of 
the Social Services Department.  Social Services staff assured the Committee that this would 
not change any funding received from the State or Federal Government.  The County will 
actually get more reimbursement with the positions allocated in this way.  Other divisions of 
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the Social Services Department understand the need for these positions in the financial 
division. 
 
Bayerl/Wright motion carried unanimously to approve the recommendation of the 
Staffing Request Committee to replace a Case Aid position that was previously held by 
Sharon Mulligan and a Child Support Officer position that was previously held by 
Marilyn Schuette with two fulltime financial worker positions--one for the children’s 
unit and one for the adult unit. 

 
 Mr. Melvin brought it to the attention of the Board that the $40,000 they approved at the 

August 4, 2009, meeting for the heating and lighting retrofit project at Solid Waste fell short 
of what the actual project costs will be. The amount allocated for the project was $172.40 
short of what the total costs will be. 

 
Nies/Wangerin motion carried unanimously to approve adding $172.40 to the $40,000 
they approved at the last meeting for a total of $40,172.40 from the Tip Fee fund for the 
heating and lighting retrofit project at the Solid Waste building with The Retrofit 
Companies of Owatonna, MN and Honeywell of Golden Valley, MN. 

 
 Bayerl/Wangerin motion carried unanimously to set 11 a.m. September 22, 2009, for a 

public ditch hearing. 
 
 Commissioner Nies announced that he will be missing the September 8, 2009, County Board 

Meeting.  
 
 Auditor Schultz reminded the Board that setting the levy will be on the September 8, 2009, 

County Board meeting.  
 
 
PIONEERLAND LIBRARY SYSTEM  
 
Pioneerland Library System Staff including Hutchinson Librarian Mary Henke, 
Glencoe/Brownton Librarian Jackee Fountain and Winsted Librarian Sharon Noerenberg met for 
an update on the Pioneerland Library System.   
 
Librarian Sharon Noerenberg reported that the Internet service is drawing more people to the 
library for updating resumes and looking for and applying for jobs on-line. The Internet is free 
for everyone, and you don’t need a library card to use it because it is paid for by Federal money.  
Citizens are limited to a half hour at a time to use the computers but sometimes they can use it 
longer on Monday or Wednesday evenings when there are fewer people using them.  
 
Librarian Jackie Fountain gave an update on the renovation of Henry Hill School for the new 
location of the public library.  Franklin Printing has purchased the current Glencoe Public 
Library. 
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Librarian Mary Henke talked about budget figures.  Commissioner Bayerl said our levy will not 
be allowed to go up for the increase cost of the library.  Auditor Schultz agreed that it is not 
exempt from levy limits and our levy is less than the anticipated increase of cost for the library.  
Ms. Schultz will get a letter from the State informing her of the final increase cost for the library. 
 
ADJOURN 
 
Bayerl/Wangerin motion carried unanimously to adjourn at 11:30 p.m. for the month of 
August. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Patrick T. Melvin, County Administrator  Kermit D. Terlinden, Board Chair  
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